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Manage custom ISO images for installing operating systems and

applications on your Vultr instances.
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Provisioning

The process of setting up and configuring a new server or service to

make it ready for use.
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How to Manage ISO Images for

Vultr Instances

Introduction

ISO Images for Vultr instances are compressed copies of an operating system's

installer. These images allow you to install custom operating systems on Cloud

Compute instances. The ISO files may contain pre-configured settings and

software according to specific needs to streamline server setup. The Vultr

library also allows you to choose and install various public standard ISOs

including Finnix, GParted, Hiren's BootCD PE, and SystemRescue.

Follow this guide to manage ISO Images for Vultr instances using the Vultr

Customer Portal, API, CLI, or Terraform.

Vultr Customer Portal

Navigate to Products and select Orchestration. Then, choose ISOs.

Click Add ISO.

Enter the remote URL of your ISO file and click Upload.

Vultr API

Send a POST  request to the Create ISO endpoint and specify the remote

ISO file URL.

CONSOLE

$ curl "https://api.vultr.com/v2/iso" \
-X POST \
-H "Authorization: Bearer ${VULTR_API_KEY}" \
-H "Content-Type: application/json" \

1. 

2. 

3. 

1. 
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--data '{
        "url" : "https://example.com/remote_iso_file_url.iso"
    }'

Visit the Create ISO endpoint to view additional attributes to add to your

request.

Send a GET  request to the List ISOs endpoint to list all ISOs.

CONSOLE

$ curl "https://api.vultr.com/v2/iso" \
-X GET \
-H "Authorization: Bearer ${VULTR_API_KEY}"

Vultr CLI

Create an ISO from an URL by defining the URL where you want to

download the ISO file.

CONSOLE

$ vultr-cli iso create --url https://releases.ubuntu.com/
24.04/ubuntu-24.04-live-server-amd64.iso

List all ISOs.

CONSOLE

$ vultr-cli iso list

List specific details about an ISO by specifying the ISO ID.

CONSOLE

$ vultr-cli iso get iso_id

Run vultr-cli iso create --help  to view all options.

2. 

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Terraform

Define a custom ISO by URL and apply.

TERRAFORM

resource "vultr_iso" "custom_iso" {
url = "https://example.com/remote_iso_file_url.iso"

}

Attach the ISO when creating an instance. Remember to set os_id = 159  for

custom ISO boot.

TERRAFORM

resource "vultr_instance" "server" {
region = "ewr"
plan = "vc2-2c-4gb"
label = "iso-boot"

os_id = 159          # required for custom ISO
iso_id = vultr_iso.custom_iso.id

}

Apply the configuration and observe the following output:

Apply complete! Resources: 2 added, 0 changed, 0 destroyed.

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Management

Tools and services for managing your Vultr infrastructure, including

account settings, billing, and resource administration.
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Delete ISOs

Learn how to permanently remove custom ISO files from your Vultr

account when theyre no longer needed.
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How to Delete ISO Images for Vultr

Instances

Introduction

Deleting ISO Images for Vultr instances allows you to completely remove the file

from your account and make room for more images. Vultr only permits two ISO

files at a time. Removing an ISO file doesn't affect any Cloud Compute instances

you've provisioned using the image.

Follow this guide to delete ISO images for Vultr instances using the Vultr

Customer Portal, API, CLI, or Terraform.

Vultr Customer Portal

Navigate to Products and select Orchestration. Then, choose ISOs.

Select the target ISO image from the list and click the delete icon.

Click Delete ISO to confirm.

Vultr API

Send a GET  request to the List ISOs endpoint to list all ISOs.

CONSOLE

$ curl "https://api.vultr.com/v2/iso" \
-X GET \
-H "Authorization: Bearer ${VULTR_API_KEY}"

Send a DELETE  request to the Delete ISO endpoint and specify an ISO ID to

delete the ISO file.

1. 

2. 

3. 

1. 

2. 
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CONSOLE

$ curl "https://api.vultr.com/v2/iso/iso_id" \
-X DELETE \
-H "Authorization: Bearer ${VULTR_API_KEY}"

Visit the Delete ISO endpoint to view additional attributes to add to your

request.

Vultr CLI

List all cloud compute instances and note the instance ID.

CONSOLE

$ vultr-cli instance list

List all ISOs and note the ISO ID.

CONSOLE

$ vultr-cli iso list

Delete an ISO by specifying an ISO ID.

CONSOLE

$ vultr-cli iso delete iso_id

Run vultr-cli iso delete --help  to view all options.

Terraform

Open your Terraform configuration where the ISO resource was defined.

Remove the vultr_iso  resource block, or destroy it by target.

1. 

2. 

3. 

1. 

2. 
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TERRAFORM

resource "vultr_iso" "custom_iso" {
url = "https://example.com/remote_iso_file_url.iso"

}

# To delete, either remove this block from configuration
# or run: terraform destroy -target vultr_iso.custom_iso

Apply the configuration and observe the following output:

Apply complete! Resources: 0 added, 0 changed, 1 destroyed.

3. 
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FAQ

Frequently asked questions and answers about Vultrs products, services,

and platform features.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

About Vultr ISOs

Introduction

These are the frequently asked questions for ISO images for Vultr Instances.

Is there a limit to the number of ISO images

I can upload to my Vultr account?

Yes. Vultr currently allows up to 2 ISO images per account. If you want to upload

more ISO images, consider removing old ISOs to free up space.

Can I upload an ISO file from a local

computer to Vultr?

Yes. However, before uploading an ISO file from your local file system, create a

publicly accessible URL. For instance, you can upload the file to an FTP server

and generate a URL.

Which other ISO files does Vultr support

apart from custom ISO files?

Vultr provides an ISO library that includes the Finnix, Gparted, Hiren's BootCD

PE, and SystemRescue images that you can choose when provisioning Cloud

Compute instances.
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If I delete an ISO, will it affect any Cloud

Compute instances that I created with the

ISO?

You can not delete a custom ISO if it's attached to a Cloud Compute instance.

First, delete the instance, and then delete the ISO file.
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